The Message of the Commissioner for Human Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan on the occasion of 
September 21 - International Peace Day
September 21 – International Peace Day is celebrated world-wide, including Azerbaijan. This date reflects the concern of all goodwill people in ensuring human rights and freedoms, including the right to live in peace, as only in this situation it is possible to achieve the aspirations of all people. 
Intercultural, interreligious dialogues and peace culture play significant role in conflict resolution and peacemaking process, as well as in elimination of factors that threat peace and security. Civil society, women, youth, and children should be encouraged to take active part in peace building processes. The joint efforts aimed at protection of peace in the world and improvement of welfare of nations should be strengthened.
This year is the year of the 20th anniversary of the Armenian aggression against Azerbaijan that is resulted in occupation of 20 percent of the country territory, ethnic cleansing policy against Azerbaijanis, who passed through horrors of war. 
Due to the occupation of part of its territories, peace issues have a vital importance for our country, that has one million of refugees and IDPs settled in refugee camps being expelled from their native lands, and exposed to gross violation of human rights. One of our sacred duties is to aware the world community and those who struggle for peace on realities of Azerbaijan, to attract the attention and efforts of influential international organizations to solution of Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. Nowadays, long-term peace negotiations, mediatory missions of international organizations (UN, OSCE and others) still have no effective results in solution of the problem. 
The UN Security Council Resolutions №822, 853, 874, 884 from 1993, as well as the UN General Assembly Resolution adopted on March 14, 2008, that envisage solution of Conflict on Nagorno-Karabakh, which is an integral part of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the cessation of all military actions which put in danger peace and security in the region, adherence to cease-fire, as well as unconditional withdrawal of all Armenian forces from the territories of Azerbaijan are not yet implemented. Moreover, disrespect to peace and security, the aggressive policy against Azerbaijan still continues, the cease-fire is regularly broken, rich natural resources, cultural heritage in the occupied territories are misappropriated, historical monuments are ruined. These processes have negative impact on progress of peace negotiations. The world community and international organizations should do their utmost to support the solution of the conflict.
Enlargement of Azerbaijan Peace and Development Alliance which is a member of the International Peace Bureau and functioning continuously at the national and international level, the establishment and formation of National Peace Movement based on unique peace strategy are very important for our country.

The great attention paid to promotion of peace and tolerance culture in the National Action Plan on Protection of Human Rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan that is successfully implemented in our country, as well as regular conducting of events in this direction once again confirm the peaceful policy of our state. From this standpoint, holding of one month campaign for Peace at the country level, considering the message of the UN Secretary-General Mr. Ban Ki Moon from June 13, 2008, on conducting of events in all countries in connection with the International Peace Day by governments, communities and individuals during the forthcoming 100 days, is an important support to the peace movement.
For this aim, state officials, scientists, representatives of NGOs, civil society all strata of population irrespective of national, ethnic, race, religious belonging should direct their efforts to the solution of conflicts at local, national, regional and international levels, improvement of their solidarity and joint activities in the name of lasting peace and sustainable development.
The strategies and policies of the UN – one of the most influential international organizations are aimed at the improvement of welfare of people in different countries. We believe that peaceful activities of this universal organization will contribute to improvement of interreligious, intercultural dialogues, peace and security.
There is no doubt that tolerance is the only pathway to peace, as well as the unity of peace, justice and good governance based on the respect of Law and Human Rights is the only way to sustainable development. From this point of view, we support the peace and tolerance movements, that are being practiced in our republic as well as in other countries at the national, regional and global levels. And we call for close cooperation to reach these goals, based on the universal values, recognized by the world community.
Professor Elmira Suleymanova,

The Commissioner for Human Rights 

(Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

October 2, 2008

The Message was sent to UN Secretary General, UN Security Council, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, OSCE, Council of Europe, International and European Institutes of Ombudsmen, Asian Ombudsmen Association, International Peace Bureau, Universal Peace Federation, embassies of the Republic of Azerbaijan in foreign countries and embassies of foreign countries in the Republic of Azerbaijan, Azerbaijan Diaspora organizations abroad.
