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ACRONYMS 

 
Basic Principles ï United Nations General Assembly Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and  

                             Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights Law and Serious Violations of  

                             International Humanitarian Law 

 
GC ï Geneva Conventions  
 
ICRC ï International Committee of the Red Cross 
 
IHL - International Humanitarian Law 
 
IHRL - International Human Rights Law 
 
NHRI ï National Human Rights Institution 
 
POW- Prisoner of War  
 
UN ï United Nations  
 
UNGA ï United Nations General Assembly  
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INTRODUCTION 
 

The whereabouts of nearly four thousand of our compatiots who became victims of Armeniaôs occupation policy 

against Azerbaijan by ascertaining unlawful territorial claims and war crimes and crimes against humanity for many 

years are still unknown.   

 
Despite the testimonies of the servicemen and civilians released from captivity and other evidence collected, Armenia 

denies the facts of hostage-taking and the internement of these persons. In addition, Armenia does not provide any 

information to Azerbaijan about the places of mass burials in violation of International Humanitarian Law (hereinafter, 

IHL), including the Geneva Conventions for the Protection of War Victims of 12 August 1949 (hereinafter, GC), as 

well as other international treaties to which it is a party.  

 
There are solid eyewitness testimonies and other related information about the existence of mass graves in liberated 

territories of Azerbaijan. However, today it is yet impossible to reach all of them due to the numerous landmines 

buried in those areas by Armenia during the occupation period. Although the mass graves are discovered as the 

areas are gradually cleared of mines. And this is one of the main underlying facts evidencing Armeniaôs war crimes 

against Azerbaijan and for the involvement of international legal responsibility.   

   
In the First Karabakh War (1988-1994), the insulted bodies of the persons who were murdered as a result of war 

crimes and crimes against humanity, committed against Azerbaijanis, who were taken hostage or captive by Armenia 

in violation of IHL norms, being subjected to various severe methods of torture and buried en masse. Considering all 

of the above, it is important to inform the international community of these facts.   

 
In this regard, the specialized group consisting of the staff members of the Ombudsman Office have conducted an 

on-site independent investigation in the locations of mass burials found in Edilli village of the liberated Khojavend 

district (hereinafter, Edilli village) within the fact-finding mission established by the Commissioner for Human Rights 

(Ombudsman) of the Republic of Azerbaijan and developed this report which details undeniable facts.  

 
The main goal of this report is to achieve taking immediate actions to establish effective international legal measures 

to bring to justice those accused of numerous ethnic and religious-based crimes against peace and humanity, as well 

as war crimes committed by Armenia against Azerbaijan. 

  

While preparing this Report the following tasks were taken as priority:   
 

 

Á To investigate the revealed facts confirming that the mass graves belong to the persons 

missing during the First Karabakh War; 
 

 
Á To study the factors identifying that the persons buried inhumanly in the mass graves are 

Azerbaijanis;  
 

Á To analyse expert opinions about the signs of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment prior to killing of persons buried inhumanly in mass graves; 

 

Á To investigate the facts confirming humiliation of the corps buried inhumanely in mass 
graves;  

 

Á To collect photo-video recordings and other evidence about mass graves; 
 

Á To study the difficulties encountered in the discovery of mass graves in liberated territories; 
 

Á To apply to international organizations to bring to justice those who are guilty of war crimes 
committed by Armenia against Azerbaijan    

 
 

 

 

The factual materials obtained as a result of the independent on-site investigation conducted by the Ombudsman Office as 

the National Human Rights Institution, in the mass graves in the village of Edilli, also the information obtained from the 

relevant state authorities and various other reliable sources, as well as analysis of the documents related to IHL, the relevant 

customary law, international human rights law (hereinafter, IHRL), on international criminal law formed the methodological 

basis of the preparation process of the present report. 
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CHAPTER I  
 

Current situation of fate of the persons who went missing  

in the Karabakh war 
 

1. According to the general statistics of the State Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Prisoners of 

War, Hostages and Missing Persons (hereinafter, the State Commission), 3890 people were reported missing in the 

war between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 3171 of them were servicemen, and 719 people were civilians. When classified 

by gender category 3623 of those missing persons were men, and 267 were women. Civilians who went missing have 

included 71 children, 267 women and 326 older persons. 

 
2. No information about the fate of the missing persons have been provided up to present. 605 persons were 

servicemen, and 267 persons were civilians among 872 persons about whom there is information that they have been 

taken hostage and captive. To present day, the number of persons released from the captivity is 1480. 378 people of 

them were servicemen, and 1102 people (including 224 children, 357 women, and 225 elderly) were civilians.1 

 
 

3. The search and determination of the fate of those persons missing in the First Karabakh War were unable 

to be conducted due to the failure of Armenia to provide Azerbaijan with relevant information, against IHL norms and 

customary humanitarian law. As a result, the families of those individuals had suffered spiritually and psychologically 

for many years while waiting for their missing relatives. Unfortunately, some of them have passed away without their 

loved ones, and some others have already lost their last hope. In addition, there have been obstructions to the 

investigation of war crimes committed against Azerbaijanis due to the ongoing conflict situation that has continued in 

the territories formerly occupied by Armenia for many years and the involvement of the culprits in justice.   

 
 

4. Presently, large-scale construction, restoration, and landscaping works are being carried out in the 

formerly occupied territories of Azerbaijan by Armenia, which were liberated as a result of the Second Karabakh War 

(27 September - 10 November 2020). Therefore, the excavations in those areas have allowed the discovery of some 

mass graves so far. Accordingly, this fact enables us to collect the information about the missing persons. However, 

the mass contamination of those areas with landmines by Armenian armed forces and illegal armed groups, as well as 

the lack of accurate maps of the minefields that were not shared with our country delay the rapid implementation of all 

these works.    

 
 

5. The issue of identifying mass graves is relevant in the current period due to the great possibility of people, 

especially eyewitnesses, forgetting memories, individuals, places and events. In addition, it is increasingly difficult to 

identify such places, taking into account the fact that the witnesses are now elderly. Even more importantly, some 

relatives of missing persons may be living the last days of their lives due to age, and therefore face the risk of passing 

away without ever learning the truth about the whereabouts of their loved ones. 

 
 

6. Armenia, as a party to the conflict, has not only failed to inform Azerbaijan about individuals that were 

taken hostage or captive in violation of IHL and customary humanitarian law, but has also not offered any assistance 

or cooperation in the search or conducting relevant investigations of the persons who died as a result of war or captivity 

and the detention of the perpetrators. Nevertheless, in international criminal law, it is of great importance to timely 

interrogate the war victims and eyewitnesses, and compensate the victims for moral damage, and to ensure the timely 

identification and prosecution of guilty persons. Another significance of this is that sometimes the persecution and 

prosecution of a person suspected of committing can be very difficult at times because he/she may flee to other 

countries.  

 
 

 
1 Statistical data taken from the State Commission of the Republic of Azerbaijan on Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing 
Persons; http://human.gov.az/az/munaqise/birinci-qarabag-muharibesi/itkin-dusmus-shexsler.html [last accessed 
19.02.2023]  

http://human.gov.az/az/munaqise/birinci-qarabag-muharibesi/itkin-dusmus-shexsler.html
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7. The relevant state authorities in Azerbaijan are taking coherent measures to search for the missing 

persons and collect information about them. The Office of the Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan has also conducted investigations in the concerned area. So that, on the instructions of the 

Ombudsman, the staff members of the Office have met with the families of those who went missing during the First 

Karabakh War and gathered the necessary information to submit to the relevant international organizations. In addition, 

the Ombudsman, in her video-message released on the occasion of the August 30 ï the International Day of Victims 

of Enforced Dissapearances, called on relevant international organizations to assist in obtaining accurate information 

about the fate of our compatriots, who were interned, went missing, and taken hostage due to the military aggression 

of Armenia against Azerbaijan.2  

 
 

8. The Ombudsman has conducted fact-finding missions in person and in collaboration with other 

international delegations to investigate the war crimes committed against Azerbaijanis and other crimes against 

humanity in liberated territories during war and post-war periods and to convey the facts to the international community, 

and the reports on the findings were addressed to the international organizations.3  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
2 https://bit.ly/3Q53nV1  https://bit.ly/3C6MzqP  
3 https://bit.ly/3hXe3bK  https://bit.ly/3WpJsT4  

https://bit.ly/3Q53nV1
https://bit.ly/3C6MzqP
https://bit.ly/3hXe3bK
https://bit.ly/3WpJsT4
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CHAPTER II  

 
General information about mass gravesites found in the territories of Azerbaijan 

liberated from the occupation  

 
9. During the 1988-1994 years, as a result of 38 terror attacks on Azerbaijani civilians launched by Armenia, 1105 people 

were killed, more than 1180 were injured 4 and, as indicated earlier, nearly 4,000 people were reported missing as a 
result of the military aggression.  
 

10. During the period of the First Karabakh War, the Azerbaijanis who were interned and taken hostage were brutally 
murdered by being subjected to various forms of severe torture and other cruel, inhuman, degrading treatment and 
punishment, after which their bodies were buried en masse.5  

 

11. In the course of exhumations conducted from February 17, 2021, to April 3, 2022, in mass gravesites found in the 
liberated territories, namely in Dashalti village of Shusha district, Edilli village of Khojavend district, and Farrukh and 
Dashbashi villages of Khojaly district, as well as the remains believed to belong to 82 persons were identified and taken 
in the midst of construction and landscaping works carried out in the liberated Aghdam, Shusha, Fuzuli, Kalbajar, and 
Zangilan districts.   

 

12. It was determined by witnessesô statements and other evidence that the remains of the persons buried in those mass 
graves discovered as a result of relevant searches carried out jointly by the staff members of the Military Prosecutorôs 
Office, the State Security Service, the State Commission, the International Committee of the Red Cross (hereinafter, 
ICRC) and other competent authorities, belong to citizens who disappeared during the First Karabakh War.   

 

13. Taking into account of these facts in general over 450 human remains have been exhumed from the cemeteries on the 
criminal case investigated under the relevant articles of the Criminal Code instituted by the Military Prosecutorôs Office 
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Around 300 forensic examinations and more than 280 molecular-genetic expertises over 
those remains are assigned and directed to implementation. Also, additional eyewitnesses were heard, and other 
necessary investigation and operational measures have been carried out. 6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://bit.ly/3G29uVB  https://bit.ly/3G6iLvY  
5 https://bit.ly/3Gjw659  
6 https://bit.ly/3tLnDko    https://bit.ly/3Om62J6  https://bit.ly/3FSoaGS  

https://bit.ly/3G29uVB
https://bit.ly/3G6iLvY
https://bit.ly/3Gjw659
https://bit.ly/3tLnDko
https://bit.ly/3Om62J6
https://bit.ly/3FSoaGS
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CHAPTER III  
 

On-site investigation conducted in the places of mass burial in Edilli village of the 

liberated Khojavend district  

 

14. Edilli village was occupied by Armenian armed forces on October 15, 1992, and freed from the occupation as a result 
of the Second Karabagh War on October 15, 2020.7  
 

15. According to the eyewitnessesô statements and other evidence related to the missing persons of the State 
Commission, it was revealed that in the course of the First Karabakh War, 25 servicemen of the Azerbaijani Army 
were killed based on their ethnicity and enmity in 1993 and buried in the mass grave.  

 

16. When the State Commission monitored the area in Edilli village from February 23 to February 26, 2022, concerning 
the missing persons, a mass grave containing the corpses of seven people was found.  

  

Image 1 

 

 

 

 
7 https://bit.ly/3Ayekbg  https://bit.ly/3TSArja  

https://bit.ly/3Ayekbg
https://bit.ly/3TSArja
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Image 2 
 

Image 3 
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Image 4 

Image 5 
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Image 6 
 

 

Image 7 
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Image 8 

 

Image 9 
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17. Furthermore, from September 14 to 30, during the next excavation work continued on the new site identified in the village 
of Edilli, from that mass grave additional complete anatomical skeletons and bone fragments of 18 individuals were also 
discovered, and taken by the delegation, consisting of a group of experts from the relevant public authorities and the ICRC.  
 

 

Image 10 

 
Image 11 
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Image 12 

 
Image 13 
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Image 14 
 

Image 15 
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Image 16 

 

Image 17 
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Image 18 
 

Image 19 
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Image 20 
 

Image 21 


