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1. INTRODUCTION 

The victims of Armenia’s policy of aggression, occupation, terrorism and vandalism continued for more 

than 30 years against Azerbaijan are not only the civilian population, but also our historical, religious and 

cultural monuments and temples dating back thousands of years. 

The approximate number of historical and religious monuments in our occupied lands is 403, of which 67 

are mosques, 144 are temples and 192 are shrines. 

Armenia’s vandalism against our historical and religious monuments is carried out in various directions. 

Monuments containing national affiliation and ancient history, and religious traditions are completely 

destroyed. Attempts are being made to Armenianize, privatize and replace these monuments. Monuments 

belonging to the Muslim religious identity located in the occupied lands, including other cultural figures, 

are destroyed, insulted, and cattle and other animals are kept in the mosques.
1
 Historical Albanian temples 

are also Armenianized and Gregorianized.
 2

 

The abovementioned is once again proved due to the fact that as a result of another Armenian military 

offensive against Azerbaijan, which began on September 27, 2020, along with civilian settlements, 

strategic objects, the historical, religious and cultural monuments, including shrines and cemeteries were 

subjected to intensive firing with the use of prohibited weapons. 

The Armenian military on October 04 in the morning, on October 11 at 02:00 a.m. and on October 17, 

2020 at 01:00 a.m. deliberately fired at the densely populated central parts of Ganja city using operational 

and tactical missile systems from the territory of Armenia.  

As a result of cluster munitions shelling numerous civilians were killed and injured, severe damage was 

inflicted to many civilian infrastructures, including “Imamzadeh” Religious Complex, which is one of the 

state-protected historical and religious architectural monuments, and the Russian Orthodox Church 

“Alexander Nevsky” in Ganja city. This should be considered as a gross violation of freedom of religion, 

which occupies an important place among human rights and freedoms. 

The Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) made a video appeal to the world community, 

international organizations, national human rights institutions, as well as various religious communities and 

denominations in connection with the serious damage to ancient religious and cultural monuments as a 

result of the Armenian armed forces’ shelling of the Azerbaijani city of Ganja.
 3

 

The present Report reflects the facts of severe damage caused as a result of shelling by the Armenian 

armed forces of the historical and religious architectural monuments in the city of Ganja, that were 

gathered on site during the monitoring carried out by the Ombudsman, also in the capacity as a national 

human rights institution.  

 

                                                      
1 https://azertag.az/en/xeber/US_Medium_portal_publishes_article_on_Armenias_aggressive_policy_against_Azerbaijan-1530697 
2 https://azertag.az/en/xeber/Armenian_vandalism_against_historical_and_religious_monuments_of_Azerbaijan-1608221  
3
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5s5gmu1VVz8&feature=youtu.be 
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2. Brief information on Ganja city and its historic, religious and cultural monuments  

shelled from the territory of Armenia by a ballistic missile  

The city of Ganja is one of the oldest cities in Azerbaijan, which had been founded in the 5
th

 century BC 

and located at an altitude of 400-450 m. above the sea level, in the west of the country with 375 km far 

from the capital Baku. It is located on the Ganja-Gazakh plain in the Kur-Araz lowlands at the northeastern 

foothills of the Lesser Caucasus. 

The historic Ganja as an integral part of Azerbaijan was one of the ancient human civilizations. The 

scientific and archeological researches have proved that Ganja was the cradle of science and culture not 

only in Azerbaijan, but also in the East as a whole. 

It is the second largest populated city of the country (as of January 1, 2019 - 334.0 thousand people, and 

the densely populated (3036 people per 1 sq. km.), but the third largest city following Baku and Sumgayit 

for the industrial production. 

The city of Ganja hosts 195 immovable historical and cultural monuments on a state registration. One of 

those monuments is the archeological heritage sample of the world importance. Furthermore, in the city, 

there are 15 architectural buildings, 3 garden-park, monumental and memorial buildings of national 

importance, 169 architectural buildings and 6 garden-park, monumental and memorial monuments are of 

local importance and finally, one is an example of decorative-applied art. The rich cultural heritage of 

Ganja city which also includes the “Old Ganja” (medieval), located in the territory of Ganja State 

Historical and Cultural Reserve, “Imamzadeh” Religious Complex (dated back to XVII-XIX centuries), 

Ugurlu Khan and Shah Abbas Caravanserais (belongs to XVII-XVIII centuries) protected by the state as 

archeological monuments of world importance, as well as the Ganja Fortress and Fortress Walls (of XV-

XVI centuries) located on the banks of Ganja River proves the rich cultural heritage of the city.  

Despite the fact that the city of Ganja is located far from the conflict zone and that there are no objects of 

military advantage near the densely populated areas, the continued deliberate and indiscriminate attacks on 

the city from the territory of Armenia by the Armenian armed forces with the use of operational and 

tactical ballistic missiles caused to extensive civilian casualties and damage. The attacks also destructed 

and seriously damaged the houses, administrative buildings, social facilities, historical and religious 

architectural monuments and others.  

All these military attacks are considered intentional acts of vandalism and terrorism, war crimes and the 

military and political leadership of Armenia should bear the responsibility for the crimes committed. 
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3. Monitoring of the historic, religious and cultural monuments damaged  

by the ballistic missiles launched on Ganja from the territory of Armenia 

The second largest city in Azerbaijan with an ancient history, Ganja that located far beyond the zone of 

active hostilities, with numerous historical, religious and cultural monuments and various tourist places, 

was subjected to fire from the territory of Armenia using operational and tactical missiles. 

The Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman) of the Republic Azerbaijan also visited historical and 

religious monuments in Ganja damaged by ballistic missile fire from the territory of Armenia as part of her 

fact-finding mission in connection with the shelling of Ganja city by the Armenian armed forces with use 

of prohibited weapons and human casualties and destructions. 

During the monitoring, it was found that as a result of shelling, deep cracks appeared in the walls of the 

“Imamzadeh” Religious Complex, located in the Ganja State Historical and Cultural Reserve and the one 

century and half year old Russian Orthodox Church “Alexander Nevsky”, the chandelier in the common 

hall of visitors was broken and became useless, the window panes were also broken and thus both historical 

and religious monuments were seriously damaged. 

So, the indiscriminate attack on historical, religious and cultural monuments along with the civilian 

population shows that Armenia does not respect any religion or belief and has no religious or moral values 

that are sacred to this occupying power. 

3.1. Ganja city “Imamzadeh” Religious Complex 

This historical and religious monument is located about 7 kilometers far from city of Ganja, in the territory 

of the Ganja State Historical and Cultural Reserve. The religious Complex consisting of small mosques, 

huts, caravanserai-type houses, gates and auxiliary buildings was built around the brick tomb, and it fenced 

with stone and brick. Inside the Complex there is a tomb (turbeh) popularly known as the “Blue Dome”, 

“Blue Mosque” or “Blue Imam”. Furthermore, in the tomb of one of the most valuable architectural 

monuments of our country, is buried - Ibrahim, the son of the fifth imam Mohammad Bagir. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the architectural structure, the Tomb was built in the late 14
th

 - early 15
th

 cc, while the 

surrounding Complex was built in the 17
th

 century. The height of the tomb is 12 m, the height of the dome 

is 2.7 m and the diameter is 4.4 m. The dome of the tomb is called “Blue Dome” because it is covered with 

blue tiles. As in Barda and Nakhchivan Imamzadeh mosques, there is an architectural similarity between 
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the “Imamzadeh” tomb and Barda tomb, as well as the Akhsadanbaba tomb. The “Imamzadeh” has a brick 

dome made of bricks and colorful tiles. A mosque, a holy grave and other tombs were built around it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was the only officially registered shrine in Soviet times. The religious monument not only provides the 

antiquity of the city of Ganja, but also shows the important place and prestige of the city in the Islamic 

world. 

The Complex, as a holy place of pilgrims was paid special attention and sensitive approach by the State as 

a part of its national policy on complete reconstruction of historical and religious monuments in Azerbaijan 

in order to pass them to the next generations. Thus, a total of 49 million manats was allocated for the repair 

and restoration of the Complex in accordance with the Decrees of the President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan of March 1, 2010, December 30, 2011, January 24, 2012, June 5, 2013, May 16, 2014, also 

dated October 21, 2014, November 5, 2014, April 9, 2015, September 9, 2015 and February 9, 2016. 

The Ombudsman of Azerbaijan Sabina Aliyeva and the delegation headed by the President of the 

Ombudsman Association of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the Chief Ombudsman of Turkey 

Şeref Malkoç have monitored both historical and religious monuments during their joint fact-finding 

mission in Ganja.  
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From this Photo, it can be seen that the chandelier in the common hall for visitors of the 

“Imamzadeh” Religious Complex in Ganja was broken and became unusable. 
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These Photos show the damaged ceilings and walls of the historical and cultural monument inflicted 

upon a ballistic missile fire by the Armenian armed forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These photos demonstrate the damage caused to the windows and walls of the historical and 

cultural monument as a result of shelling by the Armenian armed forces 

You can get more information about the “Imamzade” Religious Complex in Ganja via the following video 

link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwm20pfgk7I 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pwm20pfgk7I
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3.2. Russian Orthodox Church “Alexander Nevsky” in Ganja  

This historical and religious monument was built in Ganja in 1887. This church, which is subordinated to 

Baku Eparchy, is located in the Nizami District of Ganja city. It is one of the oldest existing Orthodox 

churches in Azerbaijan (second only after the Michael-Archangel Church in Baku). The religious 

monument is included in the National Register of Historical Monuments of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

The temple was built in 1887 on the site of the old cemetery at the expense of charitable funds of both local 

Orthodox and Muslims. According to historical sources, in 1916, this temple had the status of a cathedral 

and was built in Byzantine style plinth brick. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The church was closed by the Soviet Government in 1931 and was used as a museum building in 1935-

1938. Later, the museum was moved to another building-mosque and the cathedral was used as a store. 

In 1946, the temple was returned to the Russian Orthodox Church. Various icons have survived from the 

ancient interior of the church until today. Among them it can be noted the icons of St. Alexander Nevsky 

and St. Mary Magdalene. Worship services are held on Saturday and Sundays, as well as on Orthodox 

holidays. 

In 1997, the 110
th

 anniversary of the Church was celebrated. It was renovated by the Azerbaijani 

Government in 2017 on the occasion of the 130
th

 anniversary. 
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This photo shows cracks in the ceiling of the historical and religious monument as a result of 

ballistic missile fired by the Armenian armed forces 
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This photo shows cracks in the ceiling of the historical and religious monument as a result of 

ballistic missile fired by the Armenian armed forces 
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The photo shows the damage on the facade of the religious monument caused by the ballistic 

missile fire of the Armenian armed forces  
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The photo shows the damage to the roof of the religious monument inflicted upon 

 the shelling by the Armenian military 

You can see the brief video information about the Russian Orthodox Church “Alexander Nevsky” in Ganja 

at the link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yNShnWotRs 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8yNShnWotRs
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4.CONCLUSION 

The facts established on the basis of monitoring once again confirm that the Republic of Armenia continues 

to commit new crimes as a result of the fact that it has not been punished or sanctioned at the international 

level for its war crimes and terrorist acts against peace and humanity. 

According to the Report, the shelling of Ganja by the Armenian armed forces using prohibited weapons 

from the territory of Armenia, caused serious casualties and injuries among civilians and damage to civilian 

objects, including historical and cultural monuments. This clearly shows Armenia has not refrained from its 

policy of aggression and vandalism and is not interested in a peaceful settlement of the armed conflict. 

Despite numerous warnings from Azerbaijani side through relevant international organizations, Armenia is 
targeting deliberately and intentionally the civilians and various civilian infrastructure, including historical, 

religious and cultural monuments. 

The aggressor Armenia, by launching ballistic missile strikes on the ancient city of Ganja, Azerbaijan’s 

historical and cultural heritage center, has demonstrated that it targets not only Azerbaijan but also the 

world’s cultural heritage and universal values and does not want to give up its vandalism. 

Unlike Armenia, Azerbaijan is a multinational, tolerant, multicultural state, and people of different 

religions live together at friendship and brotherhood environment. 

For centuries, Azerbaijan as a meeting point of various civilizations was recognized as a place of national 

and cultural diversity, where people of different ethnicities and confessions have been living at the 

environment of peace, tranquility, mutual understanding and dialogue. Along with mosques, in the capital 

city, there are also Catholic and Orthodox churches, Jewish synagogues as places of worship for believers. 

In Azerbaijan, there have been developed a special model of inter-religious dialogue that is a good practice 

for many polyethnic regions of the world. 

Armenia’s missile strikes on ancient Ganja demonstrate that it is targeting not only Azerbaijan, but also the 

world’s cultural heritage, and that its long-standing policy of vandalism has widened the scope. The 

instructions given by the Armenian military and political leadership to shell the city of Ganja with banned 

weapons, while exposing their policy of vandalism, confirm that Armenia is a dangerous terrorist country. 

The famous historical and religious architectural monument of world importance, a pilgrimage for millions 

of pilgrims and devout people for centuries, as well as a place of recreation and tourism, the “Imamzadeh” 

Religious Complex, as well as the Russian Orthodox Church “Alexander Nevsky” in Ganja were shelled 

from Armenia with the use of artillery and seriously damaged, which once again proves that Armenia 

pursues a criminal policy based on vandalism, aggression and terrorism. 

This once again evidences that Armenia consistently and severely breaks international humanitarian law, 

including in gross violation of the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the 

Event of Armed Conflict, and the 1972 UNESCO Convention concerning the Protection of World Cultural 

and Natural Heritage, 1949 Geneva Convention (IV) relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time 

of War, 1992 European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage and other 

international law norms and continues its vandalism policy aimed at causing intentional damage to 

historical, religious and material and cultural monuments of Azerbaijan, grossly violating also the freedom 

of religion, which occupies an important place in the human rights system. 
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Azerbaijan’s historical, religious and cultural monuments are falling victim to the ongoing war crimes 

committed by Armenia. 

Armenia disrespects the religious values of our people and the Muslims as a whole, keeping animals in 

mosques, where Muslims worship and shows negative attitude to the human values, which should have a 

legal criminal responsibility at the international level. 

Thus, we call on all States and peoples of the world, international organizations, national human rights 

institutions, and various religious communities and confessions to condemn such heinous acts of Armenia 

against human values, terrorizing and destroying national, spiritual, historical, religious and cultural 

monuments, as well as in the name of justice and humanity, to take serious efforts for bringing occupying 

Armenia into international legal responsibility for its war crimes committed in gross violation of human 

rights and freedoms. 
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