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Introduction

The ethnic cleansing, deportations, exterminations of ethnic groups, and intolerance
towards other nations are serious threats to the good neighborhoods between peoples and

sustainable development.

Much to our regret, it should be noted that throughout the years, Armenia continues its
occupation policy by fabricating historical facts using various methods and presenting untrue

facts to the world community trying to mislead them.

Ar me n i hmid Batred policy and intolerance towards Azerbaijanis pursued for many
years forced hundreds of thousands of Azerbaijanis to leave their ancestral lands. The
Government of Armenia was not only satisfied with inflicting material and moral damages on
those people as a consequence of a biased and planned policy of ethnic cleansing but also

destroyed cultural heritage belonging to them.

Armeni ads ethnic cl eans i n gausedonoie ¢han oaegnailiom s t
people to become refugees or internally displaced persons.

Disrespecting international law and keeping the universally recognized territories of
Azerbaijan under its control for 30 years, Armenia continued its ethnic cleansing policy, along
with the crimes of genocide in those areas. The facts of the destruction of religious, cultural, and
historical monuments, along with civilian objects in those territories have been verified by

relevant bodies during the investigations conducted at different times.

All civilian objects, settlements, historical, cultural, religious and architectural monuments
T mosques, religious sites, cemeteries in ancestral and historical places of Azerbaijan were

brutally destroyed, humiliated, and looted by Armenia.

During the period of occupation, the citizens of Azerbaijan had been deprived of visiting
the graves of their relatives, and moreover, in general, over 900 cemeteries were either

completely destroyed and ruined, or the corpses were removed from burial sites, humiliated, and



tombstones were pillaged.!

Acts of vandalism, committed against the graves of Azerbaijanis disrespecting all moral
values once more prove intolerance of Armenia towards other nations and people with various

religious backgrounds.

Along with the crimes against humanity, war crimes, and many other criminal acts against
the people of Azerbaijan, Armenia also seriously violated the norms of international humanitarian
law (IHL), including the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the
event of Armed Conflict, the 1972 World Heritage Convention, the Fourth Geneva Convention,

and the 1992 European Convention on Archeological Heritage (Valetta Treaty) etc.

The Commissioner for Human Rights of Azerbaijan conducted on-spot investigations in
cemeteries in the liberated Fuzuli, Zangilan, and Aghdam districts. The main objective of the
investigative Missions was to inspect the vandal acts committed by Armenia in the Azerbaijani

gravesites, which were destructed during the occupation.

The Report provides the facts, amassed during the Omb u d s ma spDtInvestigations
carried out in Fuzuli City Cemetery, and Garakhanbeyli, Dedeli, Kurdler cemeteries in Fuzuli,
Memmedbeyli, Aghali cemeteries in Zangilan, Garaghaji, Uzundere cemeteries, and Alley of

Martyrs in Aghdam.

The Report has been prepared to be submitted to international and regional human rights

organizations, and national human rights institutions (NHRIS) of other countries.

Sabina Aliyeva

The Commissioner for Human Rights (Ombudsman)
of the Republic of Azerbaijan

1 https://bit.ly/3hq7vyr
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I. Findings of the on-spot investigation in the Fuzuli district

The Fuzuli district was occupied by the Armenian
military on 23 August 1993. As a result of the Horadiz
operation of the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan on 05
January 1994, 22 settlements of the district were liberated
from the occupation. Today, up to 50% of the population

of the district lives in these areas.

Currently, the district consists of 2 cities (Fuzuli and
Horadiz), 17 settlements, and 82 rural settlements with 45

administrative districts, as well as 21 municipalities.

As a result of the war crimes committed by Armenia during the First Karabakh War, 657
residents of the district were killed, about 400 people had been left disabled due to the war, and
181 people were taken prisoner or went missing.

As a result of counter-offensive operations launched by the Azerbaijani military from 27
September 2020 to prevent Armenian provocations, 62 settlements of the district, including the
Fuzuli district, were liberated on 17 October 2020.

During the Ombudsman's on-spot investigative works, it was found that all graves in the
Fuzuli City Cemetery, as well as Garakhanbeyli, Dedeli, Kurdler Cemeteries of the district, were
destroyed en masse and desecrated, as well as mined.

During the occupation, Armenia destroyed the cemeteries in the city of Fuzuli and its,
dismantled the marble tombstones and most of the iron fences around them, desecrated the
graves, and tried to erase historical and religious traces of Azerbaijan. 2 Even the graves were
dug out from the sides of the head and the skulls of corpses were excavated to remove gold

teeth. Furthermore, some cemeteries were bulldozed and humiliated, and fields were planted. 3

The fact that the graves were demolished and desecrated by Armenia, in blatant breach

https://bit.ly/3stslg4
Shttps://bit.ly/3M8giwk  https://bit.ly/3roxtHc https://bit.ly/35CMwpe
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of IHL is also confirmed in the video footages taken in the Fuzuli City Cemetery.*

It should be noted that ambassadors of foreign countries, heads of international
organizations, diplomats and military attachés accredited in our country also witnessed this

vandalism during their visits to those areas.

4 http://bit.ly/36D8GIA
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1. Fuzuli City Cemetery

During the monitoring of the Fuzuli City Cemetery, it was found that the vast majority of
tombs, stones of which were written in Cyrillic alphabet belonged to Muslims; statues of famous
people of the city were demolished and the remains were scattered around; and the area was
mined. All these facts once again prove the acts of vandalism committed by Armenia against
Azerbaijan.



2. Garakhanbeyli Cemetery

Duringthe Omb u d s mam+spdtsnvestigation in Garakhanbeyli cemetery in Fuzuli, it was
once again confirmed by visual evidence that most of the tombs were demolished and vandalized
as a result of barbaric acts committed by Armenia against Azerbaijan (such as excavation of the
graveyards to remove golden teeth of the buried to make profit, removal of the skulls of the
deceased and etc.), and mines were buried around the graves.



3. Dedeli Cemetery

During the on-spot investigations conducted by the Ombudsman in Dedeli Cemetery in
Fuzuli, it was also documented that all graves were demolished and subjected to vandal acts by
Armenia. Consequently, the tombs were mainly dug up from the side of the head, the skulls were
taken out from the grave and the gold teeth of the deceased were removed to make a profit.



4. Kurdler Cemetery

During the Omb u d s ma+spbtsinvestigation in Kurdler cemetery in Fuzuli, it was also
documented that the cemetery was totally destroyed, and grain was planted in that place.
Furthermore, the graves were dug in the side of the head of the tomb to remove the golden teeth
from the skulls, which once again evidenced the vandal and barbaric acts of Armenia against
Azerbaijanis.
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Il. Findings of the on-spot investigation in the Zangilan district

The Zangilan district was occupied by the Armenian
military on October 29, 1993.

After the occupation of Fuzuli and Jabrayil districts,
the inhabitants of the Zangilan district had been under siege
for 67 days. As a consequence of war crimes committed by
Armenia during the First Karabakh War, 191 people were
killed in the Zangilan district, 110 people became disabled,
and 44 people were reported missing.

The Armenian military aggression resulted in total
destruction, burning and pillage of 138 cultural and
household facilities, 83 settlements and villages, 13
historical monuments in the Zangilan district.

As a result of counter-offensive operations launched by the Azerbaijani Army in response
to Armenian provocations started from 27 September 2020, the Zangilan district was liberated
on 20 October 2020.

The Ombudsman conducted on-spot investigation in Memmedbeyli and Aghali
cemeteries in the Zangilan district to monitor the facts of deliberate destruction of graves
belonging to Azerbaijanis during the occupation, to identify human rights violations and bring
them to the attention of the international community.®

During the monitoring, as in other liberated districts and cities, all settlements, social
infrastructures, historical, cultural, and religious monuments, including cemeteries in Zangilan
were completely demolished, and the area was mined.

Armenia deliberately destroyed graveyards en masse in gross violation of IHL, removed
gold teeth from skulls, dismantled marble tombstones, and headstones, ¢ and tried to erase
historical traces of Azerbaijan.’

5 https://bit.ly/3AnyIAS
6 https://bit.ly/3JiIBG6E
7 https://bit.ly/3fB8OF1
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1. Memmedbeyli Cemetery

During the Ombudsman's on-spot investigation of the Memmedbeyli cemetery in Zangilan,
the vandal acts committed by Armenia against Azerbaijan were once again confirmed by obvious
facts. Thus, the graves were dug to find the gold teeth of the deceased, skulls were removed,
marble tombstones and headstones were removed, and the area was mined to destroy or
seriously injure Azerbaijanis who came to visit the graves of their loved ones.

12



2. Aghali Cemetery

During the Oaonbspotl isvestigatios to monitor the Aghali cemetery in
Zangilan, like in others, no single undamaged grave was found there. All graves were excavated,
the skulls of people, who had died many years ago were removed, gold teeth were extracted for
profit, and marble tombstones were stolen.

13



Il Findings of the on-spot investigation in the Aghdam district

The city of Aghdam was occupied by the
Armenian military on July 23, 1993.

As a result of the military aggression that lasted
until May 12, 1994, 846,7 square kilometers of the
territory of the Aghdam district, i.e. 77,4 percent of the
total area was occupied by the Armenian military. The
occupied city of Aghdam and its 89 villages were
destroyed by savagery unprecedented in human
history in Aghdam.®

As a result of the war crimes committed by
Armenia during the First Karabakh War, 5,897 people
were killed, 3,531 people became disabled, 1,871
children lost their parents, and more than 126,000 (1993) people were displaced from their
homes in Agdam.

As a result of the Armenian military aggression, 48 industrial and construction facilities,
598 cultural and household facilities, 122 settlements and villages, 27 historical monuments in
the Aghdam district were demolished, burned, and looted.

In accordance with the Trilateral Statement signed between the leaders of Azerbaijan,
Armenia, and Russia on 10 November 2020, the Occupying forces of Armenia left Aghdam on
20 November 2020.

During t he Oonbspodisvestigatiorss in the Alley of Martyrs, as well as
Uzundere and Garaghaji cemeteries in Aghdam, it was found that during the occupation, all
graves there were ruthlessly and massively destroyed, humiliated, and dug by Armenia, the
skulls of the deceased were taken out to remove gold teeth in order to sell them for profit, marble
tombstones were stolen, and areas were planted with landmines to cause mass casualties
among those who may Vvisit the graves.

8https://bit.ly/3JecSww
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1. Aghdam City Alley of Martyrs

During the on-spot investigation of the Ombudsman to monitor the Alley of Martyrs in
Aghdam city, it was found that as a result of vandalism by Armenia, the Aghdam City Alley of
Martyrs, where the graves of the National Hero of Azerbaijan, Allahverdi Baghirov and of other
martyrs, who were fallen during the First Karabakh War were razed to the ground. Furthermore,
even the location of many graves is still unknown, as well as here, as in other cemeteries, tombs
were dug for the same purpose, so that, the skulls were removed to take out the gold teeth of
the buried persons, marble tombstones were looted. In addition, it has been confirmed once
again that the area was mined with the intention of causing human casualties.
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2. Uzundere Cemetery

During t he Ombpotdnsestigatidn sarriednout to document the facts on the
demolishing of the cemeteries, including the Uzundere Cemetery in Aghdam, the findings
included acts of vandalism by Armenia, for making a profit from the graves, as well as the
destruction of all graves to artificially erase the Azerbaijani historical traces, excavations of the
skulls of buried persons, demolishment of marble tombstones, and mining the area to cause
mass casualties among civilians, who visit the graves of loved ones.
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3. Garaghaji Cemetery

According to the information, Garaghaji Cemetery, located in the southern part of
Aghdam, 5 km away, about 2-3 km long and 1.5-2 km wide, is 3,000 years old. It was confirmed
that a tombstone there that has survived to our time dates back to 1174. During the occupation,
the cemetery and its four tombs were completely destroyed. During the Ombudsman's on-spot
investigation carried out in Garaghaji Cemetery in the Aghdam district, the acts of vandalism
committed by Armenia were once again confirmed by clear facts. For more details about the
current situation in this cemetery, you can watch a video at this link: https://bit.ly/3HK0a8y
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